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Thanks to every one of our generous donors, sponsors, staff 
and volunteers, we achieved new heights and exceeded our 
goals during 2017. Not only did we reach more people with 
one-on-one personalized support, information, research and 
resources, but we also fought for policies and laws to protect 
all those affected by hereditary breast, ovarian and related 
cancers.

2017 was full of dedication and hard work, which also means 
it was full of new milestones for FORCE. Throughout the year, 
we matched our 1000th Peer Navigation Program user, 
published our 100th XRAYS review, hosted our 10th annual 
conference (the only national conference designed by and for 
the hereditary cancer community), and created the first portal 
designed to match people affected by hereditary cancer with 
clinical trials and research studies. 

Another landmark of the year was the approval of a PARP 
inhibitor for the treatment of ovarian cancer. Two large PARP 
inhibitor studies for hereditary metastatic breast cancer reported 
improved progression-free survival in patients who took these 
new agents. FORCE served as an important research partner 
during both of these promising studies by recruiting patients. 
The studies are expected to lead to FDA approval of PARP 
inhibitors to treat hereditary metastatic breast cancer. 

Finally, 2017 was a year of growth within our personal team. 
We grew our staff to 13 full-time and two part-time employees, 
expanding our ability to improve the lives of the individuals 
and families we support. 

As we enter our 20th year, we are honored and privileged 
to continue to serve the hereditary cancer community. FORCE 
still has so much left to accomplish and we are excited about 
our plans for the future. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
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JOINING
FORCES

2017Our Joining FORCEs Conference is the 
largest gathering of people affected by 
hereditary cancer and the researchers, 
healthcare professionals and organizations 
that support them. Thanks to support from 
39 sponsors, and the continued engagement 
of our community, our 2017 Joining FORCEs 
Against Hereditary Cancer Conference was 
a great success. We welcomed 580 
participants to the conference and provided 
financial assistance to 100 people who 
could not otherwise attend. Attendees 
represented 35 states and nine countries.  

After the cancellation of our 2016 conference 
due to Hurricane Matthew, most of our 
sponsors stepped up as “Hurricane Heroes” 
allowing us to roll over their funding to 2017. 
It was their generous support that made our
2017 Joining FORCEs Conference possible! 



There were so many great topics, 
I wish the conference was 2-3x as 
long so I could learn more. Even 
though this is my third conference, 
I have been at a different place in 
my journey and learned more every 
time. I loved networking and meeting 
people from around the world; we 
learned so much from each other.

- Conference Attendee

98% of attendees rated the 2017 conference experience as outstanding 
or excellent and 97% stated they would attend again.



When I was diagnosed with breast cancer 
at age 32, I looked on the internet for 
information and it was exhausting and 
overwhelming because I didn’t know what 
was accurate. FORCE’s XRAYS program 
is so helpful because it takes cancer headlines 
and puts them into simple terms that anyone 
can understand.

- Kimberly Jackson, Breast Cancer Survivor  



Cancer-related news shared by the media 
is at times misleading and contradictory. 
Launched in Fall 2015, our Center for Disease 
Control-funded XRAYS program translates 
reports on emerging breast cancer research
into language that is clear and accessible 
to help guide the breast cancer community 
through all the media clutter.
 
In 2017, our team of medical experts reviewed, 
simplified, rated for accuracy and relevance, 
and published 50 weekly reviews. We celebrated 
our 100th review – helping readers evaluate 
the accuracy of the media coverage and the 
relevance of research to their situation. We 
presented the XRAYS program at national 
medical and scientific meetings as well as
published an analysis of a survey designed 
to better understand the information needs 
and media use by young breast cancer survivors 
and young women at high risk for breast cancer. 
It’s all about help, not hype! 



FORCE’s Peer Navigation Program matches 
individuals to a trained Peer Navigator 
volunteer who shares a similar experience 
for 1:1 phone support and a free personalized 
resource guide. Men and women who have 
either just learned of their predisposition 
to cancer or have known about it for years 
can benefit from these critical resources. 
The program helps to reinforce that no one 
has to travel this experience alone. Participants 
now spend less time worrying about how to find 
information and more time making informed 
medical decisions.
 
FORCE’s compassionate Peer Navigator 
team consisting of 130 trained volunteers, 
aged 21-75, who share different experiences 
and genetic mutations are available to help. 
Health care providers refer patients to 
this program to help them quickly obtain the 
information they are seeking. Over 1,000 
individuals have been positively impacted 
by the program since its launch. 



It felt so great to empower another person 
who had a similar experience and give her 
the resources that helped me so much. 
When I found out I was BRCA2 positive 
I constantly wished that I had someone 
to talk to. It was an amazing experience 
being that person for someone else.
- Peer Navigation Volunteer



Thanks to a Celgene Innovation Impact Award 
and support from Genentech, in 2017 we completed 
creation of the first-ever portal designed to match 
people affected by hereditary cancers with clinical 
trials and research studies enrolling people like them. 
We designed and built a custom database to bring 
clinical trial information directly to consumers 
in plain language. Our goal is to assure that critical 
hereditary cancer research studies can be completed 
by matching hard-to-reach patients with the studies 
that desperately need their participation. 

This year, two large PARP inhibitor studies, specifically 
for metastatic hereditary breast cancer, reported 
improved progression-free survival. FORCE served 
as a research partner in recruitment of patients for 
both of these important studies. We are hopeful that 
these studies will lead to FDA approval for PARP 
inhibitors to treat advanced hereditary breast cancer 
in the coming year and are committed to supporting 
continuing research to ensure our community 
has better options for treating, detecting, and 
preventing hereditary cancers. 





• Alliance for Clinical Trials in Oncology 
   Translational Research Program
• AstraZeneca, Patient Partnership 
   Program
• Bayer, Patient Advocacy Advisory 
   Panel
• BRCA Data Commons Initiative
• Connecticut Expert Genomics Advisory  
   Panel
• Department of Defense Congressionally 
   Directed Medical Research Programs
• Kaiser Permanente, Advisory Council
• National Coalition for Cancer 
   Survivorship, Cancer Policy and 
   Advocacy Team

FORCE Research Advocates represented the hereditary 
cancer community in more than 50 leadership roles with 
government-sponsored, academic, and industry partners 
throughout the U.S. Highlights include:

- Mace Rothenberg, M.D., Chief Development Officer, 
   Oncology, Pfizer Global Product Development

FORCE was an important partner in driving 
recruitment to our Phase 3 EMBRACA trial 
which evaluated a potential new medicine 
for patients with BRCA-positive metastatic 
breast cancer. Thanks to the outreach efforts 
of FORCE and other advocacy groups to
increase awareness of this study, we were 
able to complete study enrollment on 
schedule. This is a great example of what 
can be achieved when the oncology 
community works together to advance 
drug development.

• Patient-Centered Outcomes 
   Research Institute Advisory Panels
• Research Advocacy Network, Focus 
   on Research Scholar Program
• Society of Nuclear Medicine and 
   Medical Imaging, Patient Advisory 
   Panel
• Stand Up 2 Cancer Ovarian Cancer 
   Dream Team
• Susan G. Komen Career Catalyst 
   Research Grant Program, Reviewer
• Tesaro, Ovarian Cancer Expert Panel 
   and Patient Leadership Council
• University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
   Center, Breast Cancer Research 
   Advisory Network
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• Susan G. Komen Career Catalyst 
   Research Grant Program, Reviewer
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With a new White House administration 
and shifting national priorities, our advocacy 
efforts increased significantly in 2017. We 
established new collaborations and joined 
coalitions to increase our impact on numerous 
national issues, as well as state initiatives 
impacting our constituents. FORCE strengthened 
its role as a key player in the cancer advocacy 
arena—and as the leader in representing the 
unique needs of the high-risk, hereditary cancer 
community. From genetic privacy and test 
regulation to cancer screening guidelines and 
access to care, we advocate on behalf of our 
constituents, including men, women, previvors, 
survivors, and people of various ages, ethnic and 
socioeconomic groups.

The breadth and depth of issues we monitor and act 
upon has increased exponentially. In 2017, we acted 
to influence policies around:
• Genetic privacy and protections
• Federal research funding
• Oral chemotherapy parity
• Access to state-of-the-art screening and treatment 
   options, such as 3D mammography and PARP inhibitors
• Insurance coverage of high-risk screening and 
   preventive interventions 
• Guidelines, policies and regulations related to PSA 
   testing, BRCA testing, multigene panel testing, 
   next-generation sequencing, data-sharing, and more 

Our Year in Review 



I just want to thank FORCE…for advocating 
on my behalf. My teacher’s union denied my 
paid sick leave stating my surgeries for being 
BRCA1+ were elective…FORCE wrote a letter 
to the director of my union and provided 
information about the gene mutation and 
national guidelines for BRCA mutation 
carriers. With your help, we were able to have 
the director reverse the denial and change 
the policy for all County employees. From 
the bottom of my heart, thank you.
- Jill M., Breast Cancer Survivor 



View our 990 and audited financials at www.facingourrisk.org/financials.

Fundraising
$188,895

Management
and General

$231,875

Programs
$1,472,080

Contributions
$914,125

Grants
(Government
and Private)

$781,021

In 2017, FORCE spent $1.4 million on programs to support, 
educate and advocate for the hereditary cancer community. 

Revenue and Support 

Expenses

financials





the power of force Throughout the year, thousands of individuals came together 

to support our mission. They ran, they danced, they shopped, they exercised, they 

hosted luncheons and fashion shows…They asked their families and loved ones to join 

them in their journey to raise funds…And they provided immeasurable support for the 

hereditary cancer community.



thank
YOU “Good people are like candles – they burn 

 themselves up to give light to others.”
- Unknown

FORCE wishes to thank the individuals, foundations, and healthcare 
providers who have and continue to support FORCE and enable us 
to continue our outreach to our ever-growing community. 

$50,000 to $100,000+ 
AstraZeneca
Bayer
Celgene
University of South Florida

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous to honor Sherry Pedersen
Clovis Oncology 
Myriad Genetics Inc.
Michael Sosin and Tedi Siminowsky
TESARO

$15,000 to $24,999
Basser Research Center
COPD Foundation, Inc.
Saul and Theresa Esman Foundation
Hologic
Maralee Schwartz Household

$10,000 to $14,999
Allergan Foundation 
Best Friends for Life (BFFL Co) 
Daniel Buckfire
Florida International University
Informed DNA
LifeCell
Pfizer Inc.
Prevent Cancer Foundation

Annual Donors during the 2017 Fiscal Year 
(January 1 through December 31, 2017)

$5,000 to $9,999
AbbVie 
Aetna
AirXpanders, Inc. 
The Atlantic Philanthropies Director/
  Employee Designated Gift Fund
Brighton Retail 
Eva Bryer and Bardia Pezeshki Household
Cancer Treatment Centers of America
The Lynne Cohen Foundation for Ovarian 
  Cancer Research
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Genomic Health
Greater Long Island Running Club
Invuity, Inc. 
Knights of Columbus Council and Ladies 
  Auxiliary #3402
Joshua Levine Household
Tammy Li Household 
David Marshak Household
New York Group for Plastic Surgery LLP 
PharmaMar
Pennsylvania New Jersey Toyota 
  Dealers Assoc. 
Rock N Run
Sisco + Berluti



$1,000 to $4,999
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc.
Anonymous
Anonymous
Brogan & Partners
Dr. Cynthia Bailey Skin Care, LLC
Jonathan and Michelle Barsook
Barry and Sandy Cohen
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Anne Breithaupt
Dana Bushman
David Bushman
Rebecca and Ken Carr 
Suzanne, Pascal and Nina Citere
Dr. Constance Chen
Christina and Tim Cohen
Danny Cox
Cure Media Group LLC
Janet Damaske
Ellyn and Jon Davidson
Jeffrey and Emily Dibartolomeo
Jennifer Dobovsky
Dwelle Family Foundation
FORCE-Dallas
Dr. Judy Garber 
Glick Family Fund/Comm Fnd 
  of SW Colorado
Diana and James Grisham
Grand Slam Restaurant Concepts 
  Woburn LLC
Melanie Herald Granoff
Guardant Health
Diane Guildner
Jody Gunn
Maureen Harrington
Bill Hatfield
Elizabeth Hodge
Allison and Tally Johnson
Robin Karlin 
Maureen Karsten
Kenwal Steel Corp
Richard and Madeline Kossik
Victoria Knez
Jeff and Sharon Kulik
Dr. Allison Kurian 
Magee Women’s Hospital
Rebekah Mahnken
MAXSA Innovations

Judy Neary
David Nixon Household
Evelyn Philipps
Potts-Dupre, Hawkins, & Kramer
Bonnie Powers
Dean Prober
Donna Regan
Cari Roth
Rudnick Family Foundation
Jane Schapiro and Scott Brown
Annette and Robert Seelig
Leslie Seeman
Ryan Shephard
Margaret Stewart and Severin Borenstein
Suburban Hospital
Rebecca Sutphen and Norma Nixon
Tankenoff Families Foundation
Textron Matching Gift Program 
Piri Welcsh
Karen Yingling
Yourcause, LLC.
Jeffrey and Rebecca Zindel

$500 to $999
Art of Music
Dr. Deanna Ball
Bob Baseman
Samuel Bauer
Brighton Baybrook Mall
Sharon Berlan
Wendy B. Bloom
Brighton The Woodlands
Marcia Brogan
Patti Buttino
Dorothy A. Casper
Carrie Catlin and Steve Wintermeier
Alison Chestovich
Chubb
Jason Cole
Benjamin and Vicki Craine
Stephen Curtis
Scott and Melissa Davidson
Phebe Downey
Dwelle Family Foundation Inc.
Eisai
Nicole and Stephen Eisenberg
David and Dory Ellen Fish
FORCE-South Florida



Tara and Dr. Kenneth Freundlich
Dr. Lisa Friedman
Dr. James Ford
Erica Gould and Timothy Bei
Stephen and Stephen C. Groft
Jan Gronemeyer
Paul Gronemeyer
Peter Grudberg
David Hammer 
James and Lara Hardie
Patsy Hinson
Harold and Ms. Dorothea Hintz
Michael Hull
Bhuvana Husain
Elizabeth Johnson
Stephanie Kellman
Elaine and John Kennedy
Karen Kramer
Beth Kuhn
Cynthia Kulle
Wilson Kwong
Ann Kristin Lapidos
Andrea Lees
Gail Leicht
Bryan Lindsey
Megan LoPresto
Maria Marcotte
Barry and Diana Maxwell
Victoria Maxwell
Emily McBay
Kyene McNeil
Brittany McWhorter
Laura Mlynarczyk
John Mullis
Dawn Oishi
Gosia Pado
Anita Paolella
Lois and Peter Pardoll
Dr. Holly Pederson
Jack and Carole Plaxe
Erin Rainer
Rebecca Randall
Kristen Reed
Pam Rice
Fernando Rodrigueiro
Diane Rose
Karen and Jeff Schwarz
Linda Shecter

Diljeet Singh
Anne Smith
Kristen Swift
Texas Tech University
Theobald Chandler Family Giving Fund
United Way of Greater Atlanta
University of Toronto
Keith Veltre
Kim Wallace
Stacey Walters
Martin Waymire
Amy Wierschke
Betty Williams
Sarah Zaharoff

FORCE endeavors to create complete, 
correct acknowledgement to our 
supporters.  This can be a challenge 
with a list of this size. If you notice 
an issue with this list, please accept 
our apologies and contact us at 
(866) 288-7475 so that we can correct 
our records. Thank you.

FORCE Legacy 
Circle Planned 
Giving Society

Members of the FORCE Legacy 
Circle have made a provision in 
their will or estate plans to help 
ensure the work of FORCE 
continues for future generations.

Joel Hostetter*

Karen and Steve Kramer

Sandi and Bruce Ogin

Barbara and Alan Pfeiffer

Michael Sosin and Tedi Siminowsky

Teri and Duncan Woodhull

*deceased
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